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IT’S AN APPROACH
TO THE EDUCATION
OF HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS ...

AS WELL AS AN
EMERGING AREA OF
INTERDISCIPLINARY —
ACADEMIC STUDY .




G

WE'LL DISCUSS
) THAT LATER.
- .o.a

w WHY ARE
. \ | You So
[ A\ SMALL?

S0 TOO

GRAPHIC MEDICINE

RESISTS THE NOT|ON OF THE
UN|VERSAL PATIENT AND Viv|DLY
REPRESENTS

MULTIPLE SUBTECTS

WITH VALID AND, AT T|MES,

CONFLICTING

POINTS OF VIEW AND EXPERIENCES .

N
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S0 TOO GRAPHIC MEDICINE
ARISES OUT OF A
DISCOMFORT W(TH SUPPOSED
TECHNO-MED|CAL PROGRESS,
WORKING TO |NCLUDE THOSE
WHO ARE NOT CURRENTLY
REPRESENTED WITHIN |TS
DISCOVURSE .

GRAPHIC MEDICINE ALSO
1S A GROWING COMMVNITY

WHERE MAMY pPEOPLE

HAVE Fouwnp THEIR
VOICES. IT BROUGHT

Us TOGETHER AND
HAS SieNIFICANTLY

CHANGED 0UR Lwvgs!
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IAN COINED THE TERM “GRAPHIC MEDICINE” WHEN
HE STARTED A WEBS|TE TO CATALOG COM|CS AND
GRAPHIC NOVELS W|TH MED|CAL CONTENT .

IAN'S WEBSITE,

AND EACH OF US uSES
COMICS IN OUR TEACHING,
IN OUR WORK, AND

IN OUR WVES.

LET'S INTRODVCE

PERHWAPS WE ACH OTHER IN
SHOULD INTRODUCE Em.-,-gg, AND
THE GROUP. START

WITH
THE /
CHICKEN:
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| BURROWES BUILDING, PENN STATE UNIVERSITY

THIS IS

SCOTT, \
MY ACROSS-THE -HALL mr??ﬂ

CoLLEAGUVE.

SCOTT HAS BEEN READING
COMICS HIS WHOLE LIFE,

WE'VE BEEN TEACHING

TOGETHER AT PENN TEACRING COMICS TO ms

STATE FOR SEVERAL WNDERGRADVATES, AND

YEARS. SCOTT ENCOURAGING THEM TD
MAKE COMICS o

TEACHES ANGLO-
SAXON LITERATURE,
CO s PIpDNTT

THINK WE’D HAVE

Too! R

MuUucH IN COMMON.
BUT THEN WE PISCOVERED
AND THIS SHE TEACHES WOMENS §'_HE% é-\‘i.ESg j
AN, HmBIIE‘?ESMES%‘%}EE GRADUATE
STUD|ES, LITERATURE ... SEMINARS N
ALL IN AN “.,!“C“ SHE
INTERD|SCIPLINARY WAY 00, HA
THAT GETS PAST STUDENTS
TRADIT|ONAL HELD MAKE COMICS .
DIVISIONS . }
|
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WE'VE EACH INVITED
WORKING CARTOON|STS
TO VISIT OUR CLASSES
TO TALK ABOVUT THEIR

CRAFT .

WE WANT OUR
STUDENTS TO
EXPERIENCE THE
CREAT|VE PROCESS OF
MAKING COM|CS EVEN AS
THEY STUDY THE
MED|UM |

'{mw quill, WHICH IS ALL TO SAY THAT HIS WORK 1S

St ) INTERDISCIPLINARY,

HE wWORKS ON THE

RELATIONS

BETWEEN

LAW AND WRITNG — SO0 aclly focused,
- o8 ISSugs Of NCERNED WITH

LANDSCAPES
AS PROPERTY
IN THE
ANGLO=-SA%ON
AgGE.

text.

graphic medicine
manifesto

6



ROTENTIAETS
ENERGE

THIES ONERESOY 21 MY INTEREST IN GRAPHIC MEDICINE
Eﬁ%ﬁ.ﬁé QU;'_;_G‘&%QHSK STARTEP WHEN I NOTICEP THE
DIFFERENT GROUPS OF GREAT PROMPTS COMICS OFFERED
FOLKS WITH DIFFERENT FOR BISCUSSIONS OF

INTERESTS AND ETHICAL OR PoLiITICAL
BACKGROUNDS TALKING ISSUES IN HEALTH 2

ABOVT COMICS N CARE. I USED THEM

IN MY TEACHING

NEW WAYSO wRirNe @

ABOUT THEM
TOO.

AND WHEN I WORK IN ANIMAL STUDIES
I'M ESPeECIALLY CURIOUS ABOUT THE
WAY WE SPUT ANIMAL MEPICINE FROM
HUMAN MEDICINE, SO TI'VE FOUNP

coMicsS LIKE uT A
THIS HELP ME Cheat
RAISE |SSUES CH\CKEN
IN MY cLASS WHO &
AS WELL AS RES\ST

IN MY INDUSTRLAL

WRITING. |Gy Alanguilon J| AGRICULTURE)
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IN DVSAgILITY STUDIES
AND THE MEDICAL
HUMANITIES, THERE IS
A WONDEREUL ARRAY

T'Ve eVEN BEEN FASCINATED Tp FIND THAT
WHEN ENGUSH Ph.D. CANDIDATES MAKE
COMICS ABOVT THEIR EXPERIENCES

OF COMICS TO CHOOSE
FROM THAT ADDRESS
ILLNESS, DISABILITY,
CAREGIVING.

T

I THINK YOUR POINT ABOUT PERSPECTIVE IS AN

IMPORTANT ONE... ABOUT THIS FOR
HoURS BUT I'VE
COM|CS ARE A POWERFUL JUsT
Mggwm m&mua PEALIZED
|FFERE : cLnsS STARTS
SEEING AND THINKING IN TEN
PERCEPT|ON AND VALVES . '
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WITH ILLNESS
AND MEDICINE,
TREY START
TAKING
A MORE

ENGAGED

HeY! WE couLp TaLK

SHALL WE
DISCUSS
THIS MORE
CH‘EP?"E,&S? //
_J /zlan‘
on/




MEANWHILE, N M
HERS HEY,
q &

T GUESS |T’S
OUR TURN,
KIMBERLY .

SOUNDS GOOD,
MICHAEL)

S

WHO SPENDS A &

I'M AN
INTERNAL g
MEDICINE DOC |

LOT OF T\ME
THINKING
ABOVUT
ETHICAL
ISSVES N
HEALTHCARE .
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WHICH MEANS, BY NECESSITY,
WE CROSS DISCIPLINARY

HUMAN|T|ES
IN A MED|CAL
SCHoOL. .

MANY OF THE ETHICAL DILEMMAS T SEE
ARE CAVUSED BY POOR COMMUNICATION . ..

L,

SO T'M INTERESTED [N HOW DOCTORS
AND PATIENTS TELL STORIES TO ONE
ANOTHER, AND WHAT THEY HEAR.




AND I'M A LITERATURE PROFESSOR.

THEN, WHEN
I'VE ALWAMS ENTOVED READING ' MY

| TEPSON Ik
STORIES ABOUT PEOPLE AND THE | > ol
. I BeGawn T0 THINK
UNUSUAL THINGS THAT 60 oN  / AB EOPLES
J THEIR, RIS .« ouT How P!
L STORIES CHANGE
WHEN HAJDR
ILLNESS STRIKES.

SOMET|MES PEOPLE’S STORJES GET LOST ALT
WHEN THEY BECOME PATIENTS |N A COMPLEg‘(LHggﬁEERE
w

|

MUCH OF WHAT WE TEACH MEDICAL L
STUDENTS |S ABOUT HOW TO LISTEN TO,
AND UNDERSTAN'D, PEOPLE’S STORJES .

—————

|
|
|

= BY FOCUSING ON PART|CULAR
T DETAILS, STUDENTS CAN |

K / i BETTER APPRECIATE

= UNIVERSAL EXPERIENCES . |
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SOMET|MES WE DO THIS USING SOMETIMES USING VISUAL ART 0OR
POEMS OR SHORT #HCTION | PHOTO GRAPHS .

L

AND WE ARE ALWAYS SEARCHING FOR
CREATIVE WAYS TO ENGAGE STUDENTS

) 7

AC %

—

=

i
+
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ONE WINTER EVENING... HEY, KIMBERLY,

YOV GOT A

SEEMS LIKE COM|CS
ARE A GREAT WAY TO
SHOW WHAT |LLNESS

REALLY FEELS LIKE .

EVER THOUGHT
ABOVUT HOW
COM|CS CAN BRE
USED N MEDECAL
EDUCRTmN‘J

u
RANTASTIE HEQ i . OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS WE READ...

LET'S THINK ABouT

THIS TOGETHER -
MAYBE PLAN A
CoNFERENCE
OR WRITE AN
ARTICLE?

graphic medicine
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WE RESEARCHED... o WE WROTE...

UNTIL WE PUBLISHED A

EANDIWVIEA IREX

ARTICLE ABOUT THE USE OF COMICS IN MEDICAL EDYCATION -

IT WAS THE FIRST OVERVIEW OF COMICS (N MEDICINE [NA

MEJTOIR MIEDXCAIL,
UV OU RN AT

WE EVEN MADE
THE COVERI
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e

HEY MicHAEL, I'VE
SEeN SOME oF Your
PRAWINGS .

You'RE PRETTY Gooo!
AND You'RE A
GREAT TEACHER ...

wiy NOT DES\GN

A COURSE IN

Eeapn\C
MEDICINE

J FOR ovR

| THE FOLLOWING SPRING...

graphic medicine
manifesto
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[
CHICAGO . TOPAY.

MK AND T ARE
DRAWING THIS
INTRODUCTORY STRIP
YOU ARE READING

-

T'M BASED N THE UK
BUT I COME OVER TO
CHICAGO PERIODICALLY .

MK AND T DO A LOT OF
WORK TOGETHER,
INCLUDING RUNNING
THE GRAPHIC MEDICINE
WEBSITE .

MK STARTED MAKING
COM|CS IN 2000 WHEN
SHE WAS WORKING AS

AN A|DS NURSE .

'L TALK

MORE ABOUT
THAT 1IN

SHE IS THE ARTIST IN RES|DENCE AT
FEINBERG SCHOOL OF MED|CINE AT
NORTHWESTERN UN|VERSITY AND SHE
MAKES COM|CS UNDER THE NAME
COMIC NURSE .

introduction
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-

BY COINCIDENCE BoTH AN AND T
DID MASTER’S DEGREES

HUMANITIES; WHERE WE FOWSEDP
ON MEDI\CAL STORIES

IN coMICS.

N
N MEDICAL IAN IS A PHNSICIA

AND comicS ARMST.

HE SET UP THE GRAPHIC MEDICINE WEBSITE
IN 2007 AND WAS THE MAIN ORGANIZER.

OF THE FIRST coNFERENCE IN 010,
IN LONDON.

AND I COORDINATED THE SEConD COMNFERRNCE
IN CHicaGo A YEAR LATER. SINCE THEN,

ANNVAL “COMICS & MEDICINE “coNFERENCES
HAVE BROWLHT TOGETHER PEOALE FROM ALL

OVER THE WORLD wHp po THIS WORK .

VERSTDE. CA
7015 1‘2:?"

StNCE Zoll G6RAPHIC MEDICINE HAS

PRAcTicALLY BECOME ouR FULL-TIME
WoRkK.

LIkKE ouR COLLEAGVES, WE TEACH AND
WRITE ABOVT THE SVBJTE CT, CETTING
PEOPLE T0 DRAW CoMILS AS A WAY
OF THINKING ABOVT HEALTH CARE

AND THEIR EXPERIENCES (N IT.

graphic medicine
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WE SAY “FULL-TIME WORK”
BUT |T OFTEN FEELS MORE
LIKE “PLAYY

PRODVUCTIVE PLAY, HOWEVER,
LIKE AN ONGOING CONVERSAT|ON
ABOUT GRAPHIC MED|CINE AND
WHERE T IS TAKING VS .

|

“PLAY” SOMET|MES SEEMS
HARD TO JUST|FY |F YOV
COME FROM A MED|CAL
BACKGROUND, ALTHOUGH

|T FORMS PART
OF THE WORK
PROCESS N
MANY OF THE
CREAT|VE
PROFESS|ONS .

introduction
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CREATIVITY HELPS
SERI0VS wWoRk.

AIDS UNIT IN THE

BUT AT TIMES M WAS
ALSD PUITE FUN.

PLAY WAS SOMETINES
How WE CoPED.

I WAS A WURSE oN AN

‘90s — A TOUGH PLACE.

COM|CS ARE

FULL

OF PLAY |




THE COMICS ARTIST
PLAYS WITH THE

CREATING A FLUID ¥

AND THE MED|UM PLAYS
WITH OUR PERCEPTI|ONS,

NCHANTING EXPERIENCE ,

|T’S A MED|UM THAT
SPEAKS TO VS AS A
PLAYFUL SPECIES AND
ALLOWS US TO ABSORR
COMPLEX PROPOS|T|ONS
WHILST EXPERIENCING,
UMM . ENJOYMENT
WHATEVER THE SUBTECT
MATTER .

IT'S TRUE. I THINK THAT'S wHY I
HAVE MY STUDENTS & WORKSHOP
PARTICIPANTS USE CRAY oNS. LIKE
COMICS, THEY CAN MAKE EVEN
CHALLENGING SUBTECTS SEEM
MORE... FUN. SAFE.
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e '
I AM A VERY “VISVAL PERSON . T’VE BECOME
ALTHOVGH MY |u|111_n‘|,_ FOCUS WAS ON J‘NETA‘E&ESEB égs H&qb
< S )
ILLNESS NARRAT|VE IN COM(CS... DISABILITY ARE
PORTRAYED

VISVALLY...
/e'

I SUFFER FROM
OCCASIONAL M|-
GRAINES AND EVEN
DRAWING THIS
MAKES ME FEEL A
BIT SiCK!

ESPECIALLY BY ARTISTS (OR
NON-ARTI|STS) WHO DO NOT HAVE ANY
TRAINING [N MED|CAL |LLUSTRATI|ON .

[ IN DOING SO THEY ARE CREATING NEW
KNOWLEDGE, COMBINING SUBTECTIVE FEELINGS
AND PERCEPTIONS WITH THE OBTECTIVE

VISVAL - REPRESENTAT|ON |

introduction
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THIS WAS TRAD|T|ONALLY THE DOMAIN
OF THE DOCTOR OR MED|CAL ART|ST
WHO WIELDED POWER BY CONTROLLING
AND STANDARD|ZING THE WAY THAT
DISEASES WERE VISVAL|ZED .

Moge LIND;,
MAN !

CRAPHIC MEDICINE sesﬂf TO DISRUPT
TH\S POWER IMBALANCE: WE BELIEVE
THOSE BEST POSIT IONED TO
REPRESENT |WNESS AND CARE -
GWING ARE THOSE LwWING WITH IT-

NIHIL DE
NOBIS, SINE

NOBI S/

EACH AUTHOR IN THIS
MANIFESTD BRINGS A
UNIPUE PERSPECTNVE

TO GRAPHIL MEDIUANE .

ALTHOVGH
THERE ARE

OTHERS TO BE
EXPLORED .

graphic medicine
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AND SHARES AN SO LET'S

GET
MPLE OF
IN THE FOLLOWING EXA STARTED!
CHAPTERS, EACH OF US , GRAPHIC MEDICINE -
EXPANDS OUR VIEW. g _

AT WORK .






